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of the Thames and New River contained more

bacteria than their respective averages for 1914,
but the raw Lee water contained fewer organisms.
The filtered waters, generally speaking, gave satis-
factory results, but there is apparently an exception
in the case of the Lambeth supply, some difference
being shown between the general filter well and
pressure main results at the Lambeth works. This
is receiving careful consideration in the capable
hands of Dr. A. C. Houston, the Director of Water
Examinations. 

____

CONGENITAL SYPHILIS AMONG THE NEWLY
BORN.

THE Local Government Board has recently
issued the report of an inquiry on the prevalence
of congenital syphilis among the newly born in
the East End of London,1 made for them, under a
grant for auxiliary scientific investigation, by
Dr. Paul Fildes, assistant bacteriologist to the
London Hospital. The report appears to prove
that the incidence of the disease is not nearly
as great, at any rate among the section of the

population selected for experiment, as has gener-
ally been supposed, and it suggests, if it. does
not actually prove, that the mothers of con-

genital syphilitics are themselves invariably the

subjects of the disease. For the purposes of
the inquiry it was arranged to take a series
of 1000 infants in the service of the maternity
department of the hospital and to perform on 
each the Wassermann test at the time of
birth and again between the second and fourth
month of life. The blood for the first test was
obtained from the placental end of the cut cord,
while for the second test it was obtained from the
thumb or great toe of both mothers and infants by
means of Wright’s capsules. The statistics of the
first series of tests-namely, on the placental blood
at the time of birth-were as follows. Out of 1015
samples of blood thus examined 14 were found to
give positive reactions. Only 1 of the infants
afforded any naked-eye evidence of syphilis. From
this must be drawn the surprising conclusion that
only 1 case in 1015, or 0’1 per cent., exhibited
manifest symptoms at the time of birth, and
that only 1’3 per cent. of the infants were

infected. If the series of infants examined
at the London Hospital can be considered

representative of the general population these

figures show a much smaller incidence of syphilis
among babies than is usually believed. Out of
this total of 1015 infants only 660 came up for
second examination between the second and fourth
month, and of these only 3 gave a positive
reaction, and only 1 showed naked-eye symptoms
of the disease. All the mothers of syphilitic infants
showed a positive reaction, but only 4 out of 27

syphilitic women had syphilitic offspring. Of the 31

healthy infants with positive placental reaction at
birth, 7 were subsequently brought up between the
second and fourth month for further examination :
the other 6 did not attend at the hospital. All 
babies were still found to be healthy and gavE
negative Wassermann reactions. On the other
hand, all the mothers of these infants affordec

positive reaction. It thus appears that a positivE
placental reaction at birth does not necessarily
imply the presence of syphilis in the infant, bu

1 Report to Local Government Board upon the Prevalence of Con-
genital Syphilis among the Newly Born of the East End of London. By
Paul Fildes. M.B.. B.C. Cantab., Assistant Bacteriologist to the London
Hospital. 1915. Prise 2d.

may simply indicate the passage of substances
from the maternal blood to the circulation of the
child which are capable of producing a positive
reaction. It will be extremely interesting to.
know whether further research shows that any of
those symptoms which are commonly attributed in
newly born infants to a congenital infection are also-
due to toxic substances in the placental blood.
Such a finding would clearly modify our conceptions
with regard to the diagnosis as well as the treat-
ment of congenital syphilis, and disillusionise
many of those who have plumed themselves on
the successful results of their anti-luetic minis-
trations. 

____

MOBILISATION AND THE PLUMBERS’ COMPANY.

THERE are few capable of undertaking any manual
labour who would hesitate to give of their best to
help their country in its hour of need, but hands,
that are soft, fingers that are unused to the:
manipulation of tools, and minds that are un-

trained in the nature of metals and the methods.
of working them-all these must unfortunately
be slow to acquire the necessary degree of effi-

ciency. Bearing this in mind, it is satisfactory
to learn that the Court of the Plumbers’ Company,
meeting at Guildhall on June 29th, resolved, on the
motion of Alderman Sir T. Vezey Strong, to offer to
the Government the services of the Company in
securing the mobilisation of such skilled labour
as the Company is in a position to influence.
The Minister of Munitions has accepted, the offer,
and expressed the desire that immediate steps be
taken to give effect to it. The Company, through.
its organisation for the National Registration of
Plumbers, is in touch not only with those registered,
but with the trade generally throughout Great
Britain and Ireland, and is accordingly issuing an.
appeal to the registered plumbers throughout the
United Kingdom to place their services, so far as
that may be practicable, at the disposal of the Govern-
ment for the execution of work connected with
the supply of munitions of war, or for other purposes,
in which their work may be of service to the State
at the present time. The Company is also inviting
the United Operative Plumbers’ Association of
Great Britain and Ireland to act jointly with the.
Company in issuing a similar appeal to all capable
plumbers, whether registered or not, who are

members of their body. This is an example which
might well be followed by other City guilds who
may still be in touch with the trades they represent
and whose operatives might be of service in many
departments other than that for the supply of

explosives; much time and expense might be saved
to the Government and the country by such skilled
cooperation. 

____

ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS AND FOUNDLING
HOSPITALS.

WAR, with its growing death-roll and its inevitable
result upon the population of our country in future
years, adds appropriateness to the publication of a
pamphlet by Dr. Robert Rentoul, which he entitles.
" Infant Murder or Foundling Hospitals," with a
subtitle of " Suggested Amendments of Bastardy
Acts." 1 This combination rather unfortunately
tends to link up controversial topics with those as
to which there is less difference of opinion and as t00
which the nature and quality of the opposition are

1 Infant Murder or Foundling Hospitals. By Robert R. Rentoul,
M.D. 1915. Liverpool: Booksellers Co. Pp. 12. Price 1s.


